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idea and intention with which he had left England,
and for which he had obtained our approval/'
The choice of General Gordon was the first (and perhaps
the last) mistake in Mr. Gladstone's policy in the Sudan.
After that tragic error the rest was almost bound to
follow; and since the fatal consequences left an indelible
mark on his relations with the Queen, it may be noted
that the initial blunder was committed with her complete
approval.
The Queen was anxious from the start. In February
1021 she " trembles for General Gordon's safety. If anything
befalls him the result will be awful." This mood in-
clined her to support all the demands that emanated
from his busy telegraph. The first articulate request
from Khartoum was for the nomination of a notorious
slave-trader (who was to be made K.C.M.G. for the
occasion) as his successor* It was a dramatic coup in the
spirit of his own performances in China and would pro-
vide an alternative to Mahdist government in the Sudan,
1031 But the Cabinet was unconvinced, feeling that " Zebir
would not be regarded by public opinion in this country
as qualified for such an office " ; and there was not the
slightest doubt that the appointment would have roused
opposition far beyond the pious circles normally con-
trolled by Exeter Hall. The Queen was highly indignant,
instructing her Secretary to telegraph that the decisive
m factor should be ''the good and permanent tranquillity
of Egypt . . . and not public opinion HERE which is fickle
and changeable." Her indignation rose, as she warned
ministers that " the Queen will hold the Government
responsible for any sort of misfortune which will happen,"
.1034. though she admitted candidly that " British troops
cannot be sent" (favouring an Indian contingent). But
she continued to insist that the Prime Minister had
told her " Gordon must be trusted and supported and
yet what he asked for repeatedly nearly five weeks